BATTLE OF HERACLEA.

Ill

"We have, unfortunately, few details of this battle. The
thirteenth book of Livy, which contained them, has been lost.
But we have the statements of Plutarch and Dionysius and
Hieronymus, and the tenacity of the fighting is vouched for.
If set up, as is probable, in strict phalangial order, the king's
infantry covered a front much less than the consular foot.
But its weight was as much greater. The phalanx had more
than twice the number of infantry per metre of front that
there was in the legion.

The two lines of heavy foot met; the ponderous phalanx
struck its fearful blow, but failed to pierce the legion; it met
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such a foe as it had never yet encountered. In vain did the
sarissas of the Epirots force back the Roman line; as often
did the legionaries arrest its onset with their own fiercenst the Grecian phalanx. Pyrrhus
